


WESTON COLVILLE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes for the Parish Council meeting on Monday 2nd March 2026, at 7.30pm, in the Reading Room, 46 Chapel Rd, Weston Colville, Weston Green, Cambridge CB21 5NX. Meeting documents available on
https://www.westoncolville-pc.gov.uk
Present: Bridget Durham, John Garrod, Rachel Jennings, Constantine Pagonis, Emma Rayner, Matt Russell, also present in part District Cllr Geoff Harvey.



1. Chairman’s Welcome – Cllr Durham welcomed those present.
2. To accept apologies and reasons for absence – Apologies were received from Cllr Vidler P: Cllr Durham, S: Cllr Garrod, All in fav.
3. To make any declarations of interest – None.
4. To approve minutes- For the meeting on 12th January. P: Cllr Durham, S: Cllr Russell, Abstain: 1, 4 in fav.
5. Public Participation Session – None.
6. District and County Council reports and items of interest – Report appended. Planning concerns raised about the bank at the bottom of Horseshoe Lane, enforcement had visited, but had advised it was ok. Cllr Harvey would revert to them, as it did not seem to be adequate with the amount of water that passed through the ditch. The Clerk would try and contact the owners of the site. Cllr Harvey was chasing about clearing the ditch behind Horseshoe Lane/The Green.
7. Planning – Applications with SCDC

	Planning reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	24/00192/FUL
	Mines Park Chapel Road 
	Planning details
	Awaiting decision

	25/04518/FUL
	Weston Colville Bridleway 14 CB21 5NU
	Planning details 
	Withdrawn



8.1 Flooding – Common Road had not flooded, despite heavy rains, but there had not been any flash flooding. Concerns were raised about the drains on Mill Hill.
8.2 Footpaths –The bridge by the ford on Brook Lane, had lifted with heavy rains, but was being monitored by Highways.  Cllr Durham had contacted CCC to update the PC on the closure of the PRoW at the bottom of Horseshoe Lane, but had not received any response, the original 6 month date for reopening had passed. It was presumed to be closed for the duration of the building work, but CCC had not confirmed that. 
8.3 MVAS – A report was received, it was agreed that data should be submitted to the case worker for Pippa Heylings MP, following concerns raised by Parishioners. P: Cllr Pagonis, S: Russell, All in fav. The data showed that 93% of vehicles were travelling under 35mph Brinkley Road, 92% Mill Hill. The signs would continue to be moved around the entrances/exits and by the Recreation Ground. It was proposed that the PC would send the data to the Police as a one off. The caveat was that the PC should explain to the police that the data did not support the issue the parishioner raised, nor did it meet the threshold where we might expect imminent police action. P: Cllr Garrod, S: Cllr Russell, All in fav. 
8.4 Kingsway Solar – Reports were received from the KSCA AGM, and PC Alliance meeting on 24th February.
8.4.1 Budgeting – Budgeting was discussed to assist with opposing the proposals, through contributing towards the legal funds. It was determined to discuss budgeting after the elections in May. Power for spending could be used S111 1972 LGA.   
8.4.2 Targeted Consultation – Comments were submitted before the deadline of 4th February. 
8.4.3 Authority for Solicitor to act on behalf of PC – A letter from Richard Buxton Solicitors was discussed, and signed, enabling them to act on behalf of the PC. P: Cllr Garrod, S: Cllr Jennings, All in fav. 
8.5 Training – Dates for training for Cllrs to be determined. https://www.cambs-peterborough-alc.gov.uk/Training__and__Events_19202.aspx. The Clerk would be attending a Clerks Conference hosted by SCDC. 
8.6 Highways – Capitally Funded Highways Maintenance Scheme – The Clerk had expressed an interest in the scheme for resurfacing the pavement along The Green, the collapsed drains on Mill Hill, and also (although outside of the Parish) the stretch of The Common on either side of Chapel Road. The Clerk would chase for an update. 
8.7 Website – Due to changes to the AGAR, the website must be compliant with Assertion 10: Digital and Data Compliance. Cllr Pagonis would sort
8.8 Election – PC elections would be taking place in May, to determine actions. https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance-candidates-parish-council-elections-england/nominations/completing-your-nomination-papers/nomination-form nomination forms available here. The Clerk would be attending SCDC with the papers for all of her Councils between 30th March – 8th April. 
8.9 Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Draft Charging Schedule Consultation – Consultation open until 29th March, it was determined to complete the consultation. 
 https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/cil
8.10 Communication within the PC – It was determined that all communications should be shared amongst all the Cllrs. 

9 Risk Assessment/Health and Safety – Defibrillator was rescue ready. Defibrillator Training on a Saturday, Clerk would arrange. 
10 Biodiversity – Field Maple had been planted at the pond. Free blossom tree had been received, to commemorate Covid-19, the tree would be planted either on the Recreation Ground, or by the pond on 8th March.    
11 	Playground – The inspection reports were received. 
12  Finance – 
12.4 To Approve payments – SLCC Membership £50 P: Cllr Durham, S: Garrod, All in fav. 
12.5 Budget - Clarification of budget items for street lighting approximately £60 per month, and the home allowance would be discussed in May. 
12.6 Earmarked Reserves – Earmarked reserves - legal spending, playground, defibrillator etc would be discussed in May.

	Credit Received – 

	£


	Wages s/o 
	£248.49

	Balance at Lloyds Bank Current Account on 30th December
	£2,913.30

	Balance at Lloyds Savings Account 25th February
	£8,610.62

	Briggs Gift Account Balance 25th February
	£599.03



Potential additional meeting scheduled for 13th April – Kingsway. 
13 Matters for next Agenda – Earmarked reserves, home allowance
Dates for Meetings - Wednesday 13th May, 6th July, 7th September, 2nd November. 

Cllr Durham closed the meeting at 9.40pm
District and County Councillor’s Report – March 2026
Cambridge Growth Company - You may recall from previous reports that the government have identified Cambridge as an area they see prime for growth, due to the boom of the science and tech sector in the Greater Cambridge area. The numbers of additional houses that the government think would be sufficient to support this economic growth still uncertain, with numbers around the 100,000 mark being mooted, although still unconfirmed.
To manage this growth, and to identify areas to build these new houses, the government have set up a development corporation (DevCo) called the Cambridge Growth Company. A lot of the detail of how this will be set up is still unclear, but from correspondence with the relevant government minister, it would seem that this DevCo would ultimately take planning powers away from the local authorities for the larger ‘strategic sites’. The point has been made that to disrupt one of the highest achieving planning services in the country could be hugely damaging to the local landscape. This point may have fallen on deaf ears, but we will see.
This does leave some uncertainty over where new developments could be located, as the additional housing would be on top of what the District Council is already planning, such as Grange Farm in Abington for example.
There is currently a live public consultation on the Development Corporation, and specifically the size of development that would constitute a ‘strategic site’. Our opinion is the higher the better, so as much control over planning decisions remains with the local councils. You can see the consultation here, please do engage with it! – https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/establishing-a-development-corporation-in-greater-cambridge - it closes on April 1st (April Fools Day…)
Council Budgets - Both the District and County councils held their budget meetings in February where they set their budgets for the forthcoming financial year.
Both authorities opted to increase the council tax by the maximum allowed – 4.99% at the County Council and 2.99% per year at the District Council. In real terms, this equates to the following increase per week on a band D property:
County Council - £1.63 per week
District Council – 10p per week
There are other bodies which demand council tax too, such as the Combined Authority, Police & Crime Commissioner etc, and these will also have increased and should be seen on our itemised council tax bills.
Local Government Reorganisation - Following the submission to central government, by local authorities in Cambridgeshire, of their preferred geographic splits of what new unitary authorities would look like, we now wait until the government have digested this information. The next question was whether we would have District Council elections this May, as scheduled, as the District Council would be subsumed into a new unitary authority the following year.
However, the election for representatives to the District Council will still go ahead in May this year, as planned.
Forest City - We have previously reported on the ‘Forest City’ idea that is being banded around the media by the proponents. For those that aren’t aware, 2 entrepreneurs are promoting an idea of building a new eco-city between Haverhill and Newmarket which could take 1 million people. It’s very much in its infancy and doesn’t carry any kind of planning merit at this stage. The government aren’t looking at it at all and the proposers of this scheme have no background in development or sustainability. They are currently trying to get enough high-level support from MPs and business leaders to warrant putting the scheme to central government for consideration, but currently it is simply an idea.
20mph Scheme - Each year the County Council offers parishes the opportunity to bid for areas, or all, of their villages to have their speed reduced to 20mph, which previously was very difficult to achieve. Some villages in our area have already been successful in this process.
The application window has new reopened and will be open until the end of March. Full detail can be seen at - https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-the-local-highway/applying-for-20mph-funding 




