


WESTON COLVILLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes for the Parish Council meeting on Monday 12th January 2026, at 7.30pm, in the Reading Room, 46 Chapel Rd, Weston Colville, Weston Green, Cambridge CB21 5NX. Meeting documents were available at
https://www.westoncolville-pc.gov.uk
Present: Bridget Durham, John Garrod, Rachael Jennings, Matt Russell and Constantine Pagonis. 
Also present in part: County Cllr Henry Batchelor and 4 Parishioners. 

1. Chairman’s Welcome – Cllr Durham welcomed those present. 
2. To accept apologies and reasons for absence – Cllr Vidler, Cllr Rayner and Jess Ashbridge (Clerk) offered their apologies. They were accepted P: Cllr Jennings, S: Cllr Garrod, All in fav. 
3. To make any declarations of interest – There were no declarations of interest.
4. To approve minutes- The minutes for the meetings on 3 November were approved but would need to be signed off by the Chairman at the meeting on 2 March. P: Cllr Jennings, S: Cllr Russell, All in fav. 

5. Public Participation Session – Parishioners raised issues relating to the Kingsway Solar development and noted the recent ‘Targeted Consultation’ that would run from 7 January – 4 February. Concern was expressed concerning the use of minimal land for the project which was not reflected in the consultation document. Further concerns were about  enhanced flooding, particularly in the area of the ford at the bottom of Horseshoe Lane due to the particularly large size of the panels; about noise and vibration caused by such a large scale development and about the construction of a haul road alongside the existing byway (Brook Lane) for access to the most eastern part of the development. These and other issues would be taken into consideration for the Parish Council’s response to the targeted consultation. The Chairman thanked the parishioners for attending and making their contributions.

6. District and County Council reports and items of interest – Report appended. 
Cllr Batchelor reported that the Grange Farm housing development for approximately 6,000 houses, in the vicinity of Abington and Hildersham, was included in the draft District Council local plan for the next 20 years.. A public consultation on the draft document went live on 1 December and will run until January 30th.  Public meetings had been scheduled for Abington on 14 January and Cambourne on 21 January. 
Cllr Batchelor also noted issues related to the Kingsway Solar Development and changes to national planning policy that might affect the progress of the project (see attached report). 
In response to a question, Cllr Batchelor reported that actions to clear the stream at the back of the houses on Horseshoe Lane and to address the issue concerning the bank of the stream behind the new house development at the bottom of Horseshoe Lane were being taken forward by Councillor Harvey.
It was noted that the salt/grit bin by the Reading Room had been sorted out and the contents were now accessible. 
Cllr Batchelor was asked to look into two planning issues in the village relating to traffic movements and planning notifications.
 
7. Planning – Applications with SCDC

	Planning reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	24/00192/FUL
	Mines Park Chapel Road 
	Planning details
	Awaiting decision

	25/04518/FUL
	Weston Colville Bridleway 14
CB21 5NU
	
Comments made 18th  December to object to the application
	Awaiting decision



8.1 Flooding – Cllr Garrod had met with District Cllr Harvey to inspect the stream behind the houses on Horseshoe Lane and the bank of the stream behind the new house being built at the bottom of Horseshoe Lane by the ford.  Action was being taken by the District Council to address these two issues, both related to keeping the stream clear to allow water to flow freely.
It was noted that the grip and channel through the land along Common Road which had been dug to alleviate the flooding had been cleared out. The effectiveness of the channel had yet to be tested during a flooding event. 
It was noted that clearance/ restructuring of the drains up Mill Hill had been included as an item in the Capital Funded Highways Maintenance Scheme for 2026/27.

8.2  Footpaths – It was questioned as to whether the temporary closure of footpath 16 at the bottom of Horseshoe Lane for 6 months had been formally extended and, if so, for how long. 

8.3 MVAS – Cllr Russel reported that although there were some indications that traffic was slowing down as a result of the speed indicator signs, some particular situations were a cause for concern. The devices indicate speed in both directions and some records showed vehicles leaving the village at up to 78 mph. It was suggested that recent records could be sent to the police to indicate the problem and to see if they might take further action to curtail speeding through the village. Cllr Jennings agreed to take this forward.

8.4 Kingsway Solar
8.4.1  – It was confirmed that the Terms of Reference for the Kingsway Area Parish Council Alliance had been agreed by the PC at their last meeting.
8.4.2 – The Targeted Consultation document was discussed and it was noted that there had been some changes made to the location of panels and ecology areas but not all as recommended in the PC’s response.  It was felt that there was still room for further changes to the distribution of panels and that too little attention had been paid to issues including around flooding, noise and vibration and the haul road.
8.4.3 It was agreed that members of the Parish Council would submit contributions for the response to the targeted consultation as they had for the stage 2 statutory consultation held between  17 September and 29 October last year. Contributions should reach the Chairman by 19 January, who would then draft a combined response for submission by 4 February.

8.5 Training – Dates for training for Cllrs had yet to be determined. For further discussion at the next meeting. https://www.cambs-peterborough-alc.gov.uk/Training__and__Events_19202.aspx
 
8.6   Highways – Capital Funded Highways Maintenance Scheme. The Clerk had submitted a note for three items to be considered under the scheme: resurfacing the pavement along the green from No.1 to No. 63; clearing all the drains on Mill Hill to include new drains where needed and resurfacing the Common road from the top of Chapel Road into West Wratting just before the Chestnut Tree. It was noted that a proforma was available for submitting the applications but a shortage of time had prevented this being completed. The application had, however, been acknowledged by Cambridge County Council. County Cllr Batchelor was asked if he would ascertain whether West Wratting PC had also applied for the resurfacing of this stretch of road.  

8.7  SCDC Local Plan   - Councillors were requested to look at the consultation on the Grange Farm development proposal and send comments to the Chairman by 23 January. The Chairman would then co-ordinate a response to be submitted by 30 January. Councillors were encouraged to attend one of the meetings scheduled to discuss the proposal. 

8.8  Website - Due to changes to the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for local councils, the website needs to be updated for compliance with Assertion 10 relating to access by certain disabled persons. Discussion was deferred until the next meeting. Cllr Pagonis would take necessary action and report back in March.
.
8.9  Election 2026 – It was agreed to place a note in Challenge about the upcoming elections in May to make parishioners aware. Election papers would be available at the meeting on 2 March and candidate forms would be submitted to the District Council between 30th March and 8th April.  

9 Risk Assessment/Health and Safety – The clerk would check that the defibrillator is rescue ready and report at the next meeting. A training course for defibrillators was scheduled for West Wratting at the Football Club and the Clerk would check to see if Weston Colville parishioners could attend. Arrangements for training courses in Weston Colville would be discussed further at the meeting on 2nd March. Clerk to follow up on training for the defibrillator.

10 Biodiversity – A free field maple tree had been received from the District Council and would be planted in the area around the pond when the weather improved.
The District Council were now offering a commemorative blossom tree and plaque to honour community volunteers and remember those affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. The PC was pleased to accept the offer and Cllr Jennings agreed to take the matter forward.

11 	Playground – Discussion on the playgrounds was deferred until the meeting in March 

12  Finance – 
12.1 To Approve payments – 
The payment to T.J.Potter for maintenance of grass, hedges and playground was approved.  P. Cllr Pagonis S. Cllr Jennings All in favour
The payment for the inspection of the two playgrounds was approved. P. Cllr Russell S. Cllr Durham   All in favour.
12.2  The quarterly accounts were received and accepted. P. Cllr Durham S. Cllr         Garrod All in favour
12.3  Budget 2026/27 – There was no need for an audit fee of £350 since the PC accounts would be under the audit limit.
There was sufficient money in the Briggs Gift account to pay Age Concern in 2025/26 so there was no need to include £500 in the budget for this item.
£1500 for the May 2026 election was unlikely to be required.
Clarification of budget items for street lighting and the home allowance were requested for the meeting on 2 March.
12.4  It was agreed to increase the precept by 1% to £15,150, due to probable costs associated with the Kingsway development, P. Cllr Pagonis S. Cllr Russell. 3-2 voting majority.
A decision on any financial contribution towards legal spending associated with the Kingsway development (see above) was deferred until the meeting in May. Further advice on this item would be sought at the KAPCA fundraising meeting on 20 January. It was noted in relation to financial decisions that the PC was not electorally competent at the moment due to the number of co-opted councillors. It was expected that this situation would change after the May elections.
12.5 Earmarked Reserves Discussion on this item was deferred until the meeting in                   March
12.6  The council agreed to appoint CAPALC as Internal Auditors for 2025/26 P. Cllr Durham, S. Cllr Russell All in favour

	Credit Received – CCC Grass cutting contribution

	£467.48


	Wages s/o 
	£248.29

	Balance at Lloyds Bank Current Account on 30 December
	£1103.01

	Balance at Lloyds Savings Account 30 December
	£13,598.71

	Briggs Gift Account Balance 30 December
	£598.46



13 Matters for next Agenda 
Dates of meetings in 2026: 2nd March, Wednesday 13th May, 6th July, 7th September, 2nd November. 
Cllr Durham closed the meeting at 10.10.

District and County Councillor’s Report – January 2026
Grange Farm
At the end of 2025, the District Council released their draft Local Plan – which is the development plan for the next 20 years and indicates the parcels of land in South Cambridgeshire & Cambridge City that they feel can accommodate housing and commercial development to feed the population and economic growth during this time.
The major development in our area is called Grange Farm and has been well publicised in both local media, local authority press releases, public consultation events as well by as word of mouth.
The proposal is for a brand-new town, which can accommodate up to 6,000 new houses. This would be a major development in our area, as it would represent a new town about 3 times the size of Linton.
The reason this is proposed here is that the location is deemed to be ‘sustainable’, as it’s close to employment sites like Granta Park and Babraham Research Park and is also located on major roads – the A1307 and the A11.
The public consultation on this draft document went live on December 1st and will run until January 30th. Please do encourage anyone that has a view on the Grange Farm site, or any of the others proposed, to engage with this. This is the first, and most important, opportunity that people will have to comment on the proposals.
There are also a raft of in-person sessions where you can speak with a planning officer about anything specific. There is a list of all of the events, as well as the consultation form, on the Local Plan webpage - https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/local-plan - the main local event that we have in our area has been arranged by the Parish Council and is on January 14th at 7pm in the Abington Institute, where planning officers will be presenting and taking questions on the Grange Farm site specifically.
Local Government Reorganisation
Following the submission to central government, by local authorities in Cambridgeshire, of their preferred geographic splits of what new unitary authorities would look like, we now wait until the government have digested this information. We will likely be asked for further thoughts, via a consultation, once government have whittled the possibilities down to, what they think, are the most efficient/realistic. More to follow in the coming months.
Kingsway Solar
Thank you to all those who engaged with the public consultation last year, it was very important to get people’s comments into Kingsway, as these will all be sent to the planning inspector, who will be making the decision on this proposal.
A slight update on national planning policy, which is relevant to Nationally Significant Infrastructure Proposals (NSIP’s), which the Kingsway Solar Farm is one of. Recently, the government have changed planning law to make the NSIP process quicker. Whether this is a good thing, or not, is yet to be seen but could be interpreted as speeding up delivery at the expense of scrutiny.
If you want to read the full changes, you can do so here - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-planning-and-infrastructure-bill/guide-to-the-planning-and-infrastructure-bill - but the main changes are:
1. Accelerating infrastructure in particular Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs)
2. Limiting the number of attempts at legal challenge against government decisions on major infrastructure projects
3. Development corporations: Will be focused on New Towns and large scale development, the key elements to note is that the Act gives them transport powers.
4. Strategic Planning (SDS): Spatial Development Strategies become a statutory requirement for Combined Authorities/ Mayoral Strategic Authorities
5. A more strategic approach to nature recovery
6. Changes to CPO process and land compensation rules to enable more effective land assembly through public sector-led schemes
Weekly Food Waste Collection
The changes to how our food waste will be collected will be implemented this year. Every household will get a separate food caddy for all of their food waste, this will still be collected by the District Council in the same way that our bins currently are.
The reason for this change is in response to DEFRA changing the law around how food can be disposed of, so locally we need to collect it separately to the waste in other bins, specifically the green bin. Full detail at - https://www.scambs.gov.uk/news/greater-cambridge-councils-set-out-arrangements-for-new-weekly-food-waste-collections
Happy New Year
Happy New Year to all of you. We hope you all had a restful Christmas period and are looking forward to working with you in 2026.



