


WESTON COLVILLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes for the Parish Council meeting on Monday 3rd November 2025, at 7.30pm, in the Reading Room, 46 Chapel Rd, Weston Colville, Weston Green, Cambridge CB21 5NX. Meeting documents were available at
https://www.westoncolville-pc.gov.uk
Present: Bridget Durham, John Garrod, Rachel Jennings, Constantine Pagonis, and Jess Ashbridge (Clerk). 
Also present in part: County Cllr Henry Batchelor, District Cllr Geoff Harvey, and 2 Parishioners. 



1. Chairman’s Welcome – Cllr Durham welcomed those present. 
2. To accept apologies and reasons for absence – Cllr Vidler, Cllr Russell, and Cllr Rayner offered their apologies. They were accepted P: Cllr Jennings, S: Cllr Garrod, All in fav. 
3. To make any declarations of interest – None.
4. To approve minutes- The minutes for the meetings on 10th September and the extraordinary meeting on 20th October were approved. P: Cllr Pagonis, S: Cllr Garrod, All in fav. 
5. Public Participation Session – None.
6. District and County Council reports and items of interest – Report appended. Cllr Batchelor reported that the Grange Farm (next to Abington) housing development for approximately 6,000 houses, was likely to be included in the draft local plan. It would be open for comments from the beginning of December to January. ‘Forest City’ was discussed, between Haverhill and Newmarket, but it was advised that there was no planning, and that it was unlikely to happen. 
Cllr Harvey reported that he was chasing to have contractors cut the ditch behind Horseshoe Lane/The Green. He advised that the SCDC response to the Kingsway Consultation had been added to their website. The report was very damning, particularly about the lack of engagement and communication from Kingsway. 
Concerns were raised about the development at the bottom of Horseshoe Lane, and there worries that spoil may be fall into the ditch during heavy rain. It was agreed that Cllr Harvey would meet with Cllr Garrod to visit the site, and to check on the works to decrease flooding on Common Road.
Cllr Batchelor would chase up clearing and replacing the salt bin contents. 
7. Planning – Applications with SCDC

	Planning reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	25/01544/FUL
	St Clairs The Green 
	Planning details
	Approved

	24/00192/FUL
	Mines Park Chapel Road 
	Planning details
	Awaiting decision

	25/02988/FUL
	Land at Ivy House, The Green
	Planning details
	Withdrawn

	25/02987/S73
	Ivy House, The Green
	Planning details
	Withdrawn



8.1 Flooding – Cllr Garrod would meet with Cllr Harvey to inspect the works that had been carried out and what would need to be carried out. Cllr Durham had alerted the flood wardens with a forecasted storm, and cleared the gulleys, but it had not come to anything.   
8.2 Footpaths – Nothing to report. 
8.3 MVAS – The signs were located on Mill Hill, and near the recreation ground, there had been a significant increase in traffic through the village due to the road closure in West Wratting. It was felt that the repeater 30 sign on Common Road would be a good location, however the post needed to be reported, and replaced. The Clerk would carry this out. 

8.4 Kingsway Solar
8.4.1  – A verbal report was provided from the PC Alliance Funding Meeting. There were no immediate actions to take.
8.4.2 – The Parish Council’s response to the Statutory Consultation was submitted prior to 29th October. The next stage would be the submission to the Planning Inspectorate in March. Cllr Durham was thanked for sending the response from the PC, and for the Cllrs contributions. 
8.4.3 – PC Alliance Terms of Reference were approved. P: Cllr Durham, S: Cllr Garrod, All in fav.
8.5 Training – Dates for training for Cllrs would be monitored. https://www.cambs-peterborough-alc.gov.uk/Training__and__Events_19202.aspx
8.6 Grant – Improving the High Street – Unfortunately the deadline had closed before the Clerk had completed the application. 
8.7 Dates for 2026 – 7th January, 2nd March, Wednesday 13th May, 6th July, 7th September, 2nd November. 
8.8 RBL Poppy Wreath – It was the turn of Weston Colville PC to lay the wreath at Wratting Common. Cllr Pagonis would lay the wreath. It was proposed £15 would be donated. P: Cllr Jennings, S: Cllr Durham, All in fav.  


9 Risk Assessment/Health and Safety – The defibrillator cabinet would be installed on 4th November. Once installed the Clerk would book free training for Parishioners through Community Heartbeat. The defibrillator would be registered with The Circuit and Webnos – which would ensure that it was registered with the ambulance service.
10 Biodiversity - Village Pond – Cllr Garrod was maintaining the pond, it was felt that the pond did not need any further excavation. The bullrushes were controlled, to ensure they did not encroach too much. The willow tree and brambles were also controlled. The hedging by the telegraph pole would be cut back, to increase visibility, for vehicles exiting the Reading Room Carpark. The area offered big benefits for biodiversity, particularly for insect/birds. Parishioners were reminded that the pond had dried up due to the very dry summer. It was determined to apply for SCDC 6 free trees grant, and to apply for one larger sapling. Cllrs Garrod and Jennings would organise this. 
11 	Playground – No action required on the Recreation Ground, the Clerk was querying the price of the inspection of Church End, as the inspector had completed two separate reports for the areas on the Recreation Ground for £250, and wanted to charge a further £155 to inspect Church End, this seemed excessive. The Contractor would be adding turf around the slide in Church End. 

12  Finance – 
12.1 To Approve payments – The payment for the external audit through PKF Littlejohn was approved. There had to be further investigations into the accounts due to confusion with the PWLB payments, as they had been paid in a different financial year. P: Cllr Durham, S: Cllr Pagonis, All in fav.
12.2 VAT Claim – Would be made following the meeting.

	Credit Received – 

	£


	Wages s/o 
	£248.29

	Balance at Lloyds Bank Current Account on 23rd October
	£815.24

	Balance at Lloyds Savings Account 23rd October
	£13,585

	Briggs Gift Account Balance 23rd October
	£501.27



	Date
	Detail 
	
	Amount
	VAT

	19.09.25
	ICO subscription
	
	£47
	

	19.09.25
	PKF Littlejohn external audit
	
	£504
	

	21.09.25
	SSE Street Lighting
	
	£11.79
	

	07.10.25
	Grass Cutting Simon Ratford
	
	£300
	



13 Matters for next Agenda – Earmarked reserves, Budget – election, Kingsway.
Dates of meetings in 2026: 7th January, 2nd March, Wednesday 13th May, 6th July, 7th September, 2nd November. 


Cllr Durham closed the meeting at 8.56pm.

District and County Councillor’s Report – November 2025
Local Government Reorganisation The process, as requested by central Government, to merge District and County Councils into Unitary Authorities in England, is proceeding. The latest is that all local authorities in Cambridgeshire will have to submit their suggestions for how best they see a new local government structure working in the county by the end of November.
There are a number of proposals on the table, which are outlined below:
Option A:
· South Cambridgeshire, Cambridge City & East Cambridgeshire.
· Fenland, Huntingdonshire & Peterborough.
Option B:
· South Cambridgeshire & Cambridge City.
· East Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire, Fenland & Peterborough.
Option C:
· South Cambridgeshire, Cambridge City & Huntingdonshire.
· Fenland, Peterborough & East Cambridgeshire.
Option D:
· An expanded Peterborough.
· Fenland, East Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire, South Cambridgeshire & Cambridge City.
Option E:
· Huntingdonshire
· Fenland, Peterborough, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridge City and East Cambridgeshire.
The local views are that the County Council have agreed to submit Option A to government and South Cambs and Cambridge City have agreed to submit Option B. Other local authorities may submit one of the other options but, at time of writing, this isn’t clear.
Once submitted, the government minister (or more likely a civil servant) will decide which configuration will work the best for the whole of the county.
Local Plan The District Council has recently released its draft Local Plan – which is the development plan for the next 30 years and indicates the parcels of land in South Cambridgeshire that they feel can accommodate housing and commercial development to feed the population and economic growth during this time.
As previously reported, the major development in our area is a site north of Abington called Grange Farm, which can accommodate up to 6,000 new houses. This would be a significant development in our area, as it would represent a new town, twice the size of Linton.
The reason this is proposed here is that the location is deemed to be ‘sustainable’, as it’s close to employment sites like Granta Park and Babraham Research Park and is also located on major roads – the A1307 and the A11.
There will be a public consultation on this proposal, plus all of the others in South Cambridgeshire, over December and January – more detail to follow on this.
New ‘Forest City’ Some people have picked up on a locally-promoted ‘suggestion’ for a new ‘Forest City’ which is claimed to be able to house over 1 million new people. This is proposed on land between Newmarket and Haverhill. https://www.forestcity.uk/
It’s worth pointing out that this proposal has absolutely no legs. It’s an unsolicited proposal by two unqualified individuals and carries no weight in planning terms. It’s likely that they are attempting to capitalise on the government’s plans to expand Cambridge but developments associated with this expansion will be properly drawn up and consulted on by an official development corporation – not this ‘Dragon’s Den’ style pitch.
So, in our opinion, this is going nowhere.
Linton Greenway The Linton Greenway is progressing, albeit slowly. The next section that will move forward is the section between LVC and the recreation ground in Linton. Several options were looked at including Stantons Lane, Joiners Road and the driveway of LVC itself. After some engineering appraisals the only viable option was Joiners Road, as Stantons Lane was too narrow and LVC had too much red tape – being a secondary school. The Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) are looking to present a proposal for what this route would look like, although we understand that the only physical changes to the highway will be the widening of the footpath between LVC and Joiners Road and the stretch from the bottom of Joiners Road and the recreation ground itself, nothing else will be altered.
The next section of the Greenway to complete is the section through/around Abington to link up with the A11 crossing and onwards. The route of this hasn’t been agreed but is moving forward, slowly, so watch this space.
Cambridge South Station The new train station being built at the Addenbrooke’s site, that will be called Cambridge South, has had some construction delays and no won’t be open until June 2026.




