


WESTON COLVILLE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 20th October 2025, at 7.30pm, in the Reading Room, 46 Chapel Rd, Weston Colville, Weston Green, Cambridge CB21 5NX . Meeting documents were available on
https://www.westoncolville-pc.gov.uk
Present: Bridget Durham, John Garrod, Rachel Jennings, Constantine Pagonis, Emma Rayner, Matt Russell, and Jess Ashbridge (Clerk). Also present in part 15 Parishioners.
Minutes
1. Chairman’s Welcome – Cllr Durham welcomed those present.
2. To accept apologies and reasons for absence – Apologies were accepted from Cllr Vidler – P: Cllr Durham, S: Cllr Garrod, All in fav.
3. To make any declarations of interest – None.
4. Public Participation Session – A Parishioner raised concerns about having his land used for access, without any consultation with him. It was explained that they do not consult with landowners, for inter-array areas or the connection corridor, at this point, as this wasn’t a planning application. The lack of communication was raised as a serious downfall. 
Another Parishioner advised they were very concerned that panels would be neighbouring their listed property, also queried why the plans were going ahead before the connection to the National Grid through Burwell. It was advised that connection to Burwell would be in place by 2033, if there was any delay they would face large fines. Land use would be considered, relating to listed buildings.
A parishioner advised that there would be an inverter placed behind the smallholding off Horseshoe Lane, causing constant noise, and that the documentation stated that it would be louder in damp/foggy conditions, which due to the area sitting in a hollow, was likely to be frequent. She was very upset that Weston Green was not listed as a residential area, despite it being the most populated area.
A Parishioner was concerned about how the community funding would be spent, it was advised that this would consulted further down the line, on how the community funding would be distributed. Kingsway had already advised that they would not use a set up such as the Cambridge Charity Foundation (CCF), that was responsible for distributing funds from the Wadlow Wind Farm.
A Parishioner in Church End was concerned that their houses would be surrounded on 3 sides, they were also concerned about the problems with battery fires over the chalk aquifers. It was advised that the KSCA had hired a hydrologist to look at the issue of pollution of the aquifer. 
A Parishioner was concerned about the miscommunication from Kingsway advisers, hearing many different opinions about the same options. It was advised that trying to delay them was one of the tactics, as they seem to be in a terrible hurry to push things through. 
A Parishioner felt that the human impact had been woefully taken into account, on safety and health grounds, with HGV traffic, and dust, 2-3 years of construction causing noise impact on students etc.  
A Parishioner raised serious concerns about the competency and confidence in Kingsway Solar, their lack of engagement, and motivation – simply their motivation is money! Also concerned that the land would not return to agricultural use, and would be sold off for housing.
Cllr Durham implored that each person and every member of the household submitted a personal response to the consultation, on the areas that would have the greatest effect on their lives. The PC’s response would be more inline with planning conditions, and would try not to be as driven by the emotions raised by the proposal. 

5. Planning –  Application requiring comment 
	Planning Reference
	Address 
	Proposal
	Decision

	24/00192/FUL
	Mines Park Chapel Road 
	Planning details
	Awaiting decision


The Parish Council determined to comment to object to the application on the following grounds: that the development was outside of the village envelope; the road would not support increased traffic; Highways had refused previous applications, however the access splay had been increased by removing hedgerows; the ecology report was 3.5 years out of date; the archaeological report was not complete; flooding would seriously impact Chapel Road, the road on the site would need to be permeable; plus there was strong evidence of barn owls, barbastelle bats, and great crested newts on the site. 
6. Kingsway Solar
6.1.1  – A report from the meeting held between Kingsway Solar and the Parish Council on 15th October was received (meeting documents). 
6.1.2 – The Statutory Consultation would be running from 17th September to 29th October. It was determined that each Cllr would focus on certain areas, and provide information for Cllr Durham to collate ready for submission. 
Land Use, Food Security, PRoW – Cllr Durham; Ecological & Heritage, Flooding – Cllr Garrod; Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO), Communications/engagement (or lack of them) – Cllr Jennings; Transport – Cllr Russell; Light and noise pollution – Cllr Rayner; Listed buildings, Community Benefit – Cllr Pagonis. Input to be provided with the aim for submission on Monday 27th.

7. Matters for next Agenda – Biodiversity – pond. 

Date of Parish Council meeting in 2025 are: 3rd November.
Cllr Durham closed the meeting at 8.35pm




